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September 13, 2018 

 

Jerry R. Foxhoven 

Director 

Iowa Department of Human Services 

1305 East Walnut Street – 5th Floor 

Des Moines, Iowa  50319 

 

Dear Director Foxhoven: 

 

The Family First Prevention Services Act (FFPSA), enacted as part of Public Law (P.L.) 115-

123, amended many provisions of titles IV-B and IV-E of the Social Security Act (the Act).  On 

July 9, 2018, the Children’s Bureau issued Program Instruction (PI) ACYF-CB-PI-18-07 to 

provide instructions to title IV-E agencies on amendments they are required to make to their 

Title IV-E Foster Care and Adoption Assistance Plan to address provisions amended or added by 

FFPSA.  The PI provided instructions and deadlines for submitting plan amendments, based on 

the effective date of the specific provisions.  The PI also provided instructions for requesting a 

delay of effective dates for certain title IV-B and IV-E plan requirements, where permitted by 

law.   

 

On August 9, 2018, Iowa submitted a title IV-E Plan amendment to the Regional Office.  This 

submission addressed the following requirements: 

 

 Title IV-E plan provisions effective in federal law on January 1 and February 9, 2018 

 

 Section 473 of the Act addressing the delay in the phase-in of “applicable child” 

eligibility criteria in the Adoption Assistance program; and  

 Section 475(5)(I) of the Act addressing the need to provide proof of foster care 

documentation for certain youth in foster care. 

 

Plan Approval 

 

We are pleased to notify you that we have reviewed and approved the revised Iowa title IV-E 

plan addressing the requirements of the FFPSA indicated above.  The effective date of Iowa’s 

title IV-E plan amendment is July 1, 2018. We wish to thank you and your program and legal 

staff for your work to finalize Iowa’s title IV-E Plan for approval.  
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Delays 

 

Iowa submitted Attachment B to ACYF-CB-PI-18-07 on August 9, 2018 requesting a legislative 

delay to implement the following provisions of law: 

 

 422(b)(15)(A)(vii) of the Act, modifying the title IV-B, subpart 1 plan for protocols to 

prevent inappropriate diagnoses; 

 

 471(a)(20)(D) of the Act, addressing criminal record and child abuse and neglect registry 

checks for adults working in child-care institution; and 

 

This request is approved.  The delayed effective date for these provisions is July 1, 2019.   

Enclosed is a signed copy of Attachment B.   

 

Again, thank you for your submission.  Should you have any questions or concerns, please 

contact Amy Hance, Child and Family Program specialist in Region 7 at (816) 426-2230 or by  

e-mail amy.hance@acf.hhs.gov. You may also contact Deborah Smith, Child Welfare Regional 

Program Manager in Region 7 at (816) 426-2262 or by e-mail deborah.smith@acf.hhs.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jerry Milner 

Associate Commissioner  

Children’s Bureau 

 

 

cc:  Jana Rhoads, Division Administrator of Adult, Children, and Families Services; DHS; Des 

Moines, IA 

       Gail Collins, Director; CB, Division of Program Implementation; Washington, DC 

       Tina Naugler, Director of Regional Programs; CB, Washington, DC 

 Deborah Smith, Child Welfare Regional Program Manager; CB, Region 7; Kansas City, MO 

 Amy Hance, Child and Family Program Specialist; CB, Region 7; Kansas City, MO 
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